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the vile and humiliating compact has yet to be determined by the
House of Commons. In that place there will be a new class of
labourers at work, but the members of the House should receive

their instructions from their medical constituents instantly. In

connexion with the nefarious compact which has been entered
into by the negotiating parties, we hope to be enabled to notice
the provisions of the altered Bill in THE LANCET of next week.

PUBLIC MEETING OF THE PROFESSION. I
MR. GUTHRIE, we understand, has consented to take the chair
at a public meeting of the profession, if there be presented to him
a numerously signed requisition. It is a consent prudently given
by Mr. GUTHRIE, because if members of the profession will not
take the trouble to insert their names to a requisition, it is not
probable that they could feel very zealous in the cause.
The requisitions, we are informed, will be left for signature, on

MONDAy NEXT, at the houses of all the medical booksellers in the

metropolis. Gentlemen who are residing in the country can
forward their names and addresses by letter.

AN EXTRAORDINARY ADVERTISEMENT I a
appears in the columns of the LANCET this week, having been
sent to us by a gentleman of great respectability, with a request
that it should have gratuitous insertion. We cheerfully comply
with his wish ; but does he not see that the money which is to be
subscribed is to be paid into the pockets of the Council? True,
a valuable object may be obtained for Mr. ScoTT by such
means; but is it possible that the Council, under the circum-
stances stated by our correspondent, would not forego the claim
for the fee usually paid for the diploma? It would appear not, as

Sir Benjamin Brodie is himself a subscriber. Has an application
been made to the Council on the subject? If the Council have

refused the examination without receiving the fee for the diploma,
the fact cannot be too widely known.

BOOKS RECEIVED FOR REVIEW.
Latin made Easy: an Introduction to the Reading of Latin,

comprising a Grammar, Exercise-book, and Vocabulary. By the
Rev. J. R. Board, D.D. London: Simpkin and Marshall. Man-
chester : Forrest; Heywood. 12mo, pp. 220.

*** A very neat little book. Clear and comprehensive, the
work itself well accords with its title. We cordially recommend
it to medical students and others who may be "rubbing up their
Latin."
The Diagnosis, Prevention, and Treatment of Diseases of the

Heart and of Aneurism ; with Observations on Rheumatism. By
J. J. Furnivall, M.D. London: J. Churchill. 1845. pp. 215.
On Diseases of the Jaws, with a brief outline of their Surgical

Anatomv and a description of the Operations for their Extirpa-
tion. By Richard O’Shaughnessy, Bengal Medical Service.
Calcutta: Thacker and Co. 1844. 8vo, pp. 100.
Dramatic Sketches of the New Poor-Law as Administered;

or, Reality and Fiction Identified. By a Surgeon. London:
Darkin. 1845. 8vo, pp. 71.-A clever and humorous satire on
the administration of the New Poor-Law.

Mesmerism ; or, Facts against Fallacies, in a Letter to the
Rev. George Sandby. By Adolphe Kiste, Esq. London:
Bailliere. 1845. 12mo, pp. 47.

Annales de la Societe de Medecine d’Anvers. Annee, 1845.
Livraison d’AvriI.&mdash;We are sorry to say that we do not exchange
our publication for any other, owing to the very great trouble
thereby entailed upon us.
Remarks on the efficacy of Matico as a Styptic and Astringent;

with additional Cases. By Thomas Jeffreys, M.D. Third edi-
tion. Longman and Co. 1845. 8vo, pp. 44.

Annales Medico. A manual of the cure of nature, as applied
to the relief of disease in general. Northampton: Wetton. 1845.
8vo, pp. 24.

Practical Observations on the Diseases most fatal to Children,
with reference to the propriety of treating them as proceeding
from Irritation, and not from Inflammation. By P. Hood,
General Practitioner in Medicine and Surgery. London: J.
Churchill. 1845. Svo, pp. 231.

The Gymnastic Orthopsedical Institution in Dessau; its
management and efficaciousness. By Dr. Johann Adolphe Lud-
wig. Dessau: 1845. 8vo, pp. 45.
The Power of the Soul over the Body considered in relation to

Health and Morals. By George Moore, M.D, - London: Long-
man and Co. 1845.

Physiology of the Human Voice. By F. Romer. London:
Leader and Cock. 1845. 12mo. An interesting little work, the
first chapter of which appeared in THE LANCET some few
months ago.

I ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.
Gentlemen admitted members on Friday, May 9, 1845 :-J. H. Wilkin-

son, T. J. Kent, W. B. Hay, R. Butler, S. B. Shaw, J. Nihill, F. Farr,
T. M’Cheane, J. Rogers.
Admitted on Tuesday, May 13, 1845 :-J. Pointon, J. A. Cooksey, H.

Pelau, P. H. Harper, H. Mathias, G. Hazel, F. D. W. Wheaton.

CORRESPONDENTS.
The altered MEDICAL BILL not yet being in print, we consider it better to

refrain from publishing any additional answers to correspondents on the
subject this week. From its changed character many of the questions
which have been forwarded to us may be entirely inapplicable to the pro-
posed measure.
Considering the effects which have been produced on the olfactories of

the profession by the committee, if that body should think proper to form
a club, we would advise them to call it THE AssApfETiDCM. The

establishment might then be an appropriate companion to GALLIPOT
LODGE. We understand that the establishment of a REFUGE FOR THE

DESTITUTE has also engaged the attention of some of the benevoJent
gentlemen connected with the committee.

ltlr. John YYFgJvtmaa2, of Cawood, Yorkshire. should get his solicitor to
frame a clause which should have the effect of preventing the retrospective
operation of the Bill, to the injury of existing medical practitioners relative
to such contracts as he has described, and we would endeavour to procure
its admission into the Bill.
We have received the following letter from Mr. Dalton, of Cheltenham,

respecting his case of " Turning without the Introduction of the Hand :"-
Sir, I was somewhat surprised, on reading the paragraph, in your notices to
correspondents, extracted from the letter of Mr. S. Mitchell, of Kingston-on-
Thames, in THE LANCET of April 26th, in which that gentleman imputes a
falsehood to me in the statement of a case given in your journal of
April 12th. In proof of this, I need only refer to my report of the case,
and subjoin portions of Mr. M.’s letter for comparison, when any comment
or remark upon what I have said will be unnecessary, further than to re-
mind Mr. M. that a fiat denial or uncourteous contradiction is no argument.
Mr. Mitchell says-" The case reported by that gentleman (alluding to
myself) was decidedly one of spontaneous evolution of the fcetus, and no
longer since than last night, I was called to one precisely similar."
Mr. M. thus describes it-" The birth was premature ; the child had evi-
dently been dead for some hours; the arm had presented for upwards of two
hours before I was called in, and delivery was accomplished, precisely in
the same manner stated by Mr. Dalton, but purely by the action of the
uterus, and without the introduction of any portion of the hand." I will
leave your readers to judge whether delivery was accomplished "precisely
in the manner stated by Mr. Dalton." It is not my intention to call in

question the right of any person to criticise whatever case I may think

proper to publish, but I do think some courtesy should be exercised
thereon, and I cannot admit any man to cast an imputation on the veracity
of a profession!!l.bJ:other without sufficient grounds for the assumption of
an untruth, or at least an appearance of improbability, in that which is
stated. I deny that there is either impossibility or improbability about the
accomplishment of the operation detailed by me, and which, I most dis-
tinctly and emphatically assert, was performed in the manner described. I

have recorded a novel and successful mode of treating a patient in an in-
dividual case, and, under similar circumstances, feel little doubt I should
succeed again. If it be one of the first principles of our profession to assist
nature and direct her operations in the most safe and easy manner, I can-

not understand why an exception should exist in this instance. It is surely
something if we can shorten the period of our patient’s suffering, and relieve
her in the most easy manner. Before I left the patient’s residence, I de-
scribed to the gentleman that called me in, the novel manner in which I
effected turning of the child. He being a constant reader of THE LANCET
recognised the case in page 413 as his own patient.
We have received the following letter on the payment of surgeons by the

police force :-Sir, I hope you will allow me to correct an error which has
been widely circulated by means of a letter on the subject of payment of
surgeons by the police commissioners, and signed by Mr. H. H. Rugg,
which was inserted at page 353 of the last volume of THE LANCET. It is
there stated that the commissioners pay for all calls made by the police in the
proportion of 3s. 6d. for a day, and 7s. for a night call, the latter commenc-
ing at nine o’clock P.M. Such is not the case, as the following facts prove.
On the 25th March last, I was called, at about 7 P.M., by a policeman, to a
child just taken out of the Regent’s-canal, and brought to a public-house hard
by. I went, and found that another surgeon, who was accidentally passing
at the time, was in attendance. Shortly after my arrival, respiration com-
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menced, and just at that time I was summoned to attend the mother, who
had been much longer immersed, and was only then taken to a coal-shed.
Suffice it to say, that by manual exertion, bleeding, and other means, respi-
ration and consciousness were perfectly established, yet she died at about
half. past ten that night. An inquest was held, with which I have not any-
thing to say, as I was not summoned. I sent a bill to the commissioners,
drawn out according to the directions of Mr. Rugg, and charging 7s,; as
the attendance had run up to past ten. The bill was returned, with the
following grammatical answer,-" The night charges does not commence
till after eleven o’clock, P.M. ; day charge is 3s. 6d." Having gone so far in
the matter, I was determined to carry it out, so drew the bill in accordance I
with the directions received. It was returned on the following day, to be
receipted, when the policeman stated it would be paid on the following
Friday. It was not so; it was then stated it would be paid the first of the
month ; it has not been ; and now the officials in Scotland-yard say their
accounts are paid only every six months. Now, sir, is this fair or just?
A medical man is taken away from his other professional duties to attend a
case for which the public believe he will be well paid, and they therefore
expect his undivided attention. Is it not better to act altogether as we do,
in most instances, under similar circumstances-namely, to attend and
render what assistance we are able, without the expectation of fee or re-
ward ? I am sure it would be more reputable than to take such paltry
stipends, and more in bearing with the benevolent character for which our
profession is marked. Hoping you will insert the above at your earliest
convenience, I remain, Sir, yours truly,
May 6, 1845. EDWARD GIBSON, M.D., M.R.C.S.E.

An Old Subscriber had better write to the secretary of the college on the
subject, or address a petition at once to the board of examiners.
We strongly advise Mr. J. G. B. (Gloucester) to lay his case before the

authorities of the Hall or College with a view to being admitted to exami-
nation ; we feel confident that his petition would be attended to. Should
he not think proper to do so, we know of no clause in the intended Bill that
could prevent his acting as he himself suggests.
Antimonopolist will be able to register as a physician, to practise in London

as such, and to retain his title on his door-plate.
Observator.-The journal alluded to is of too insignificant a character for

us to notice what it contains. This doctor has been inserting quackish
advertisements respecting diseases of the chest for some time. If he does
not take care, we shall have to bring him to account.
The report of Sir James Graham’s speech, as published in THE LANCET,

is the correct one, and may be implicitly relied upon. From the manner in
which Sir James Graham spoke, it is diflicult to say whether he intends or
not to allow registered general practitioners having M.D. degrees to
assume the title of Doctor. There is nothing in the Bill to prevent a regis-
tered physician dispensing his own medicines should he think proper to do
so. The members of the College of Physicians of London are, however,
bound not to practise pharmacy by the regulations of their college.
Mr. G. Bore.&mdash;A great portion of the income of the pure surgeons is

derived from attendance on purely medical cases, and they are not likely
voluntarily to relinquish this portion of their practice. Compulsion, on the
other hand, being completely impracticable, the plan recommended could
not, evidently, be carried into execution.
A correspondent, who signs Plymouthian, in order to remedy the present

overstocked state of the profession, and at the same time to reform it, pro-
poses the following plan :&mdash;" Let the Inatiat, Board of Sir James Graham
be composed of six physicians, six surgeons, six general practitioners, and
then let the three colleges exist on a PERFECT EQUALITY in every point of
view; compel the man who would be a general practitioner to pass the
corresponding colleges, not at twenty-two, but at twenty-six years of age,
and so with the remaining two colleges. I am well aware that my plan
interferes far too greatly with the fees of hospital surgeons, lecturers, &c.,
for it to be for one moment entertained by them, and, consequently, by Sir
James Graham."

P. F. E. must write to the secretary of the Apothecaries’ Company, who
will give him the information which he requires.
Dr. Glover’s letter shall be inserted next week.
The suggestion of M.D. (Cantab) shall receive full consideration.
The answer to the letter " On the Examinations, Character, and Reputa-

tion of the Scotch Universities" shall appear next week.
The letter of M.D., M.R.C.S.E. shall meet with due attention.
F. G. S.-The fees for the fellowship of the London College of Surgeons

are 10l. 10s.

J. C. would be considered by some a general practitioner, and by others,
not. The name is new, and its precise meaning, as yet, a mystery. It cer-

tainly seems rational to consider the practice of pharmacy, directly or in-
directly, as more especially constituting the general practitioner. Other-

wise, pure surgeons, all physician-accoucheurs, and even many physicians,
would be general practitioners. Those who register as surgeons or physi-
cians under the new Bill will not be able to recover for attendance.

A Member of tlte Naval Funds.-The naval journals have been received,
and shall be returned as soon as perused. The subject will be noticed next
week.

Communications have been received from Mr. Jones-Dr. Lawson,
Mr. Mason-Mr. William Brown-Dr. Hayden, (Dublin)-Medicus-
W. F. S.-F.R.S.-Mr. Agar-Mr. R. J. Hawley Bartley-A Manchester
Student&mdash;A Surgeon of Kent, and many others, whom we have not space to
name.


